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Submitted by: Judy Cupp 
Current home town: Greenville 
Age: 75 

My uncle, Donald F. Kincaid, served in the Army during WWII in New Guinea, the Philippines and Japan. 
He was a Military Police guard. I was a young girl and did not realize the significance of a war. I do have 
printing papers from the first grade saying "Buy US War Bonds." I remember that we had to practice 
ducking under our desks and discussing blackouts at home.  

There was a sad feeling in my grandparent's home and for my mother, Marjorie Hurst, who was Uncle 
Donald's only sibling. She had gone to the train station when Uncle Donald left Dayton. She is 92 and still 
remembers that sadness. While in the Philippines, Uncle Donald made friends with a family who had a 
daughter my age. We were pen pals for a while and we exchanged gifts. I still have some slippers and a 
purse. Uncle Donald brought me, his favorite niece (actually his only niece), a beautiful red silk kimono. 
That was taken to show-and-tell, plus shown to family and friends. I was proud. 

As a Military Police guard Uncle Donald had a very unusual experience. He was one of the guards for a 
very famous prisoner, Japanese Premier, Hideki Tojo. He was on duty, September 9, 1945. the night Tojo 
was to be executed. Tojo's dress uniform was brought to him. He called his interpreter over, pulled his 
ribbon bar off his tunic, indicated that it should be given to Kincaid as a souvenir, and then personally 
handed the bar to my uncle who was startled. Surprisingly Uncle Donald was allowed to keep them. The 
interpreter wrote a letter of authenticity. 

The Army flew the metals home to my grandparents. The Dayton Daily News covered this event. Uncle 
Donald did not talk much about the war and this unusual happening. Putting war behind him, he 
entered civilian life as a pressman for McCall’s printing. 

We saw the ribbon bar occasionally. It was never on display. When Uncle Donald was ill with cancer, our 
mother was his primary caregiver. They discussed the ribbons and she suggested that Paul, a history 
teacher, would be the logical one to have them. He often shared them with his students He checked 
some museums for possible display. But none were interested, not even Wright Patterson. Our younger 
brother, John Hurst, who was an administrator at Pensacola Christian College, discussed them with 
people at the National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola. The bar of ribbons and two letters 
authenticating them are on loan to the museum. Museum historian, Hill Goodspeed, considers the 
ribbons from the WWII leader and the letters the rarest and most interesting collection at the museum. 
He said he knows no other museum -- even in Japan-with personal artifacts of Tojo's. 
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