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Current home town: Grove City, Ohio 
Age: 88 

I graduated from Lorain High School in January, 1942, and finding a job was not easy. My first job was at 
a Jewish delicatessen in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. My best friend Helen worked there as well. We both 
lived at the owner’s home and they were so kind to us. 

While working at the delicatessen, a friend called to tell me of job openings at the Western Automatic 
Machine Screw Company in Elyria, Ohio. They made nuts and bolts for aircraft, and with the government 
ramping up production of everything for the war effort, they had job openings. I was hired as an 
inspector, along with two other young women. We had to examine the pieces to make sure they passed 
inspection. If the piece was too small, an inspector had to go into the factory to have it corrected. If it 
was too big, it was scrapped. The women working on the machines in the factory were not happy when 
their pieces were rejected or when they had to stop to correct a piece, since they were paid by the 
piece! Our hours were 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week. We were told that we had to wear uniforms 
so that the men working in the plant would not be distracted! 

My brother Adam was in the Air Force while I was working on the home front. Shortly after I turned 21 
years of age, a friend and former classmate called to say goodbye and that she was leaving for Tiffin 
University to participate in a three-month Federal Government program to train women. She was to be 
paid while in training. I was so excited and wanted to sign up as well! I had to get permission from my 
boss to quit my job, which he gave since he thought it was a good deal. After the training was 
completed, we were to be sent to Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. The training 
included eight hours of typing, shorthand and spelling each day. During the last week of training, Japan 
surrendered and the war was over! 

We were told to go home, but my friend and I did not want to go back to Lorain. Our instructor told us 
that his sister lived in Columbus and worked for the State of Ohio and could find a job for us, which she 
did. My friend went to work in the Department of Insurance and I worked in the Department of 
Commerce, Savings and Loan Division, as secretary to the Chief Examiner. When I retired after 42½ 
years, I was Deputy Superintendent for Administration. Over the years, I had worked for many bosses, 
since they changed with each administration change. Looking back, I have had a good and interesting 
life! 

Thank you to all who fought for us! May they not be forgotten! 
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The Western Automatic Crew 
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The Western Automatic Crew 

 
“The Girls” at Western Automatic 
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Our Boys 

 

 
Adam Mesko, Brother 
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Friends 


