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Sunday, December 7, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was on the radio broadcasting, “the Japs
Bombed Pearl Harbor.” The lives of many people were changed. | was only eight and a half years old and
remember many things.

My brother, Dominic Galanic, entered the U.S. Army, January 1941. His basic training took place at Camp
Shelby, Mississippi, and he was part of The Ohio 37th Infantry Division. He was stationed in various
countries of the southwest Pacific. During this time, he came down with malaria.

My second brother, Nick Galanic, enlisted in the U.S. Navy on May 3, 1943. He received his basic training
at Great Lakes, lllinois. He was on the Destroyer Escort Fechteler when it was hit by a torpedo and sank.
He suffered a back injury and was in a body cast receiving medical care at the Naval Hospital in South
Carolina. He was presented with The Purple Heart.

Communication was done by V-Mail. Letters were written on a large form and, along the way, it was put
on micro-film.

When my sister, Amalia Galyanich, better known as Nellie, enlisted in the WAAC'S (Women's Army
Aucxiliary Corps) on December 12, 1942, it was accepted by the family. In the late 1930s, she lived in New
York, then came back to Akron, Ohio from where she enlisted. On July 3, 1943 this branch of the service
became the WAC'S (Women's Army Corps) and was preparing to go abroad. At this time, she requested
a discharge, which was granted July 7, 1943. She returned to Lorain, OH and got a job at National Tube
Co. to help the war effort.

Having two brothers in the military was very hard for me to cope with. My classmates were either the
first or second born in their families and here | was the youngest of five. They couldn't understand what
| was going through. Counselors weren't heard of, so | had no one to turn to.

Each person in the family was issued ration stamp booklets. There were stamps for gasoline, shoes,
meat, sugar, butter, coffee and potatoes. Oleo came in a strong, clear plastic bag, and had to be
squeezed until there were no lumps. There was a yellow capsule in it that had to be broken and
squeezed again to distribute the coloring.

My parents had a plaque hanging in the window with three blue stars to designate there were three
family members in the military. Some had gold stars to show a family member had died serving his
country.

In school, War Bond Stamps were sold at 25 cents each. When you accumulated $18.75, you were able
to purchase a $25.00 War Bond. Keeping it for 10 years, you could cash it in for face value. Cashing it in
for a shorter length of time, you would receive less.
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