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173-4-02     Eligibility criteria. 

Applicability: This rule sets forth criteria for a person to receive meals that are funded with Older Americans 
Act funds, Senior Community Services funds, or any combination of Older Americans Act funds, Senior 
Community Services funds, or local levy funds. The rule does not prohibit a provider from furnishing meals 
to staff members, volunteers, or guests. Older Americans Act funds and Senior Community Services funds 
do not reimburse providers for meals provided to staff members, volunteers, or guests. 

(A) A person may participate in a congregate meal program if the person meets one of the following two criteria: 

(1) The person is at least sixty years of age. 

(2) The person is the spouse of an eligible person, regardless of age or abilities. 

(B) A person may participate in a home-delivered meal program if the person meets one of the following two 
criteria: 

(1) The person is at least sixty years of age and meets all of the following three criteria: 

(a) The person is unable to prepare his/her own meals. 

(b) The person is unable to participate in a congregate meal program because of physical or emotional 
difficulties. 

(c) The person lacks another meal support service in the home or the community that the person can 
afford. 

(2) The person is the spouse of an eligible person, regardless of age or abilities. 

(C) ,Every provider of a congregate or home-delivered meal program may offer meals to persons with a disability 
who are less than sixty years of age if those persons meet one of the following two criteria: 

(1) The person resides in a facility that is primarily occupied by residents who are at least sixty years of age if 
the facility is also a provider of a congregate meal program or home-delivered meal program. 

(2) The person resides in a home with a person who is eligible to participate in a home-delivered meal 
program according to paragraph (B) of this rule. 

(D) The provider that offers meals to a person according to paragraph (C)(1) of this rule may also offer nutrition 
services to the same person. 

(E) As used in this rule, "provider" also means the "nutrition project administrator" in 42 USC 339(2)(H). 
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