The sobering facts on elder abuse

e Abusers may be spouses, family
members, personal acquaintances,
professionals in a position of trust or
opportunistic strangers.

e 1in 10 elders may experience some
type of abuse, but only 1in 5 cases or
fewer are reported.

e Elder abuse can occur anywhere (home,
nursing homes or other institutions).

e Abuse affects seniors across all socio-
economic groups, cultures and races.

e Women and “older” elders are more
likely to be victimized.

Risk factors include dementia,
substance abuse, mental health issues
(of both the victim and the attacker)
and isolation.

State statistics vary widely as there is no
uniform reporting system.

Ohio annually receives about 15,000
reports of abuse, exploitation and
neglect of adults age 60 and over.

An estimated 1 in 5 elders have been
financially exploited.

If you don’t take a stand, who will?

Report suspected mistreatment to your local adult protective services agency or law enforcement.
Although a situation may have already been investigated, if you believe a situation is getting worse,

continue to speak out.

e Keep in contact — Talk with your older friends, neighbors and relatives. Maintaining
communication will help decrease isolation. It will also give them a chance to talk about any

problems they may be experiencing.

e Be aware of the possibility of abuse — Look around and take note of what may be happening

with your older neighbors and acquaintances. Do they seem lately to be withdrawn, nervous,

fearful, sad, or anxious, especially around certain people, when they have not seemed so in the

past?
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