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HOME Choice Consumer Advisory Council

Background

In Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581(1999), the Supreme : Confinement in an Institution severely
Court construed Title Il of the ADA to require States to { diminishes the everyday life activities

place qualified individuals with disabilities in community :  ofindividuals, including family
: relations, social contacts, work

settings, rather than in institutions, whenever appropriate, :  options, economic independence,
the persons agrees to such placement, and the State can i educational advancement and cultural

: enrichment. :
reasonably accommodate the placement. The §upreme Olmstead v. L.C., 1999 }
Court called on States to develop “comprehensive, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

. . s Court of the United States
effectively working plans”. vpreme ~ourt of fhe United States

In June 2000, Governor Taft announced the establishment of the Ohio Access project and instructed
members of his Cabinet to conduct a broad review of the state’s existing system of services for persons
with disabilities, obtain feedback from the public, and make recommendations for improving service
delivery. The Office of Budget & Management coordinated this initiative with participation of the
Departments of Job & Family Services, Mental Health, MR/DD, Health, Aging and Alcohol & Drug
Addiction Services.

The report was published on February 28, 2001. Publication of the report coincided approximately with
the Governor’s release of the FY 2002/2003 Executive Budget, which contained the policy priorities
included in the report. Another round of stakeholder meetings were conducted in order to familiarize
Ohioans with the contents of the report, draw connections to the proposed budget initiatives, and field
questions.

Later that year, in response to the Supreme Court’s ruling in Olmstead v. L. C., President Bush
announced the New Freedom Initiative (2/1/2001) and followed that with the issuance of Executive
Order 13217 (6/18/2001.) These actions were intended to support states’ efforts to serve individuals in
the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs.

e States were able to apply for new demonstration grants, including Money Follows the Person and Real
Choice Systems Change. Our state agencies received over 5 of these grants during the demonstration
period.

e States wererequired to create “Olmstead plans” that detailed how long term care system balancing was
intended to occur in response to consumer demand and in light of limited resources. Since Ohio had
already published its first Ohio Access report, that report became the state’s Olmstead Plan.
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In 2003, Governor Taft asked his Cabinet directors to develop an update to the initial Ohio Access
report. The purpose of this report was revisit each of the recommendations contained in the 2001
report and highlight progress that had been accomplished in the previous operating budget — namely,
the significant increase in home & community based waivers available — and outline continued areas of
challenge. Once again the effort was coordinated by the Office of Budget & Management, and the
report was released February 2, 2004. This report included input from the disability community and was
well received as a sign of continued progress and collaboration.

A third Ohio Access update report was published in December 2006. It detailed continued progress
since the 2004 report.
i The Olmstead ruling was a critical step forward for On June 22,2009, Commemoratlng the 10th anniversary

: our nation, articulating one of the most fundamental  of the landmark Supreme Court decision in the case of
i rights of Americans with disabilities: having the

 choice to live independently. | am proud to launch Olmstead v. L.C., and seeking to further the goal of that
i this initiative to reaffirm my Administration’s i decision that persons with disabilities have meaningful

¢ commitment to vigorous enforcement of civil rights . . .. . .

i for Americans with disabilities and to ensuring the : choices to live and participate in the community,

i fullest inclusion of all people in the life of our nation. i President Barack Obama launched "The Year of

: H i "
President Barack Obama Commumty lemg'

June 22, 2009
“The Year of Community Living”

Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius formed an HHS Coordinating Council to
coordinate the department’s “Year of Community Living” Initiative. In response, Governor Strickland
requested that his administration begin work to update Ohio’s Olmstead Plan.

Council Charge

The charge of the HOME Choice Consumer Advisory Council is to advise the State Agencies, General
Assembly members, and interested parties, by providing a forum for input, education and development
of consumer consensus on principles, standards, and policy initiatives impacting the long term services
and supports system. The Council will address issues of access and entry into the delivery system,
services and supports design and redesign, self-direction expansion, housing, and health and human
service workforce development and unified budget to name a few areas. The Council will also lead in
encouraging expanded advocacy across disability groups and will provide support and guidance to local
advocacy efforts.
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Member Composition
10 to 15 members representing all of the following:

persons with DD

persons who are elderly

persons with physical disabilities

family and/or legal guardian of a child with a disability

persons with mental illness

persons with traumatic brain injury

persons in active recovery from alcohol and/or other drug addiction/abuse

O O0OO0OO0OO0O0O0o

Initially, members will receive orientation and a manual of helpful information to guide work. Members
will be asked to serve 1, 2 or 3 year terms to accommodate a rotation schedule.

Member Responsibilities
0 Review and provide feedback on Federal policy changes and initiatives
Review and provide feedback on State policy changes and initiatives
Monitoring Ohio’s State Profile on Long Term Services and Supports
Active participation in council discussions and activities
Attendance at council meetings at least 4 times a year
Assistance with advocacy to all Ohioans who are elderly and/or have disabilities
Provide advice to state policy-making
Engage with general assembly members and state departments on key issues impacting the
long term services and supports system

O 0OO0OO0OO0O0O0

Member Support

Council members will receive reimbursement for in-state and out-of-state travel to include mileage,
hotel stays, and personal assistance services to attend Council meetings and Council represented
functions (e.g. State Policy Meetings and/or conferences).

Council First Steps

The first meeting will occur in the Summer/Fall of 2010. Interested persons will be notified by mail of
membership selection. Upon formation, the Council will receive a manual and orientation outlining the
membership by-laws, leaders, meeting structure, and overview of initial projects for review and
comment.
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